From the Elementary to the Circuitous: Digital Processing Workflows at FIU by Rowan, Kelley F
Florida International University
FIU Digital Commons
Works of the FIU Libraries FIU Libraries
5-7-2015
From the Elementary to the Circuitous: Digital
Processing Workflows at FIU
Kelley F. Rowan
Florida International University, krowan@fiu.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/glworks
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Cataloging and Metadata Commons, and the Scholarly
Publishing Commons
This work is brought to you for free and open access by the FIU Libraries at FIU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Works of the
FIU Libraries by an authorized administrator of FIU Digital Commons. For more information, please contact dcc@fiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Rowan, Kelley F., "From the Elementary to the Circuitous: Digital Processing Workflows at FIU" (2015). Works of the FIU Libraries.
Paper 32.
http://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/glworks/32
From the 
Elementary to the Circuitous: 
Digital Processing Workflows at FIU
Kelley Rowan
Digital Archivist
krowan@fiu.edu
May 7, 2015
Types 
of 
digitization 
projects
Born Digital Materials
(Theses, dissertations, research)
Photographs, images, 
maps, ephemera
Microfilm
Books, journals, directories
Audio/Visual
Basic 
digitization 
workflow 
process
Scanning
Processing
Record creation
Dissemination
Preservation
Examples
Coral Gables Memory 
Collection
Tequesta Journal:
http://dpanther.fiu.edu/dpService/dpPurlService/purl/FI08060901/00001
Scanning
Epson flatbed 
scanners
Scanning
ATIZ book 
scanner
Scanning
the Kirtas
KABIS III
in 
Academic 
Imaging 
Services
Processing
Adobe Photoshop
- true to original
Processing
Prime OCR
Abbyy Fine Reader
Processing
Record 
Creation
SobekCM Mets Editor


Dissemination
& 
Preservation
Dpanther
http://dpanther.fiu.edu/dPanther/dpMain/home.aspx
IR: Digital Commons
http://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/
The Polk 
Directories
Rebecca Bakker, 
Metadata Specialist
Challenges 
with Polk
Volume
File Size
Many people contributed
Polk 
processing
OCR accuracy 
Brightness, contrast, 
sharpen, lexical check
Before
After
Polk 
compression
File Size
Each page = 22 MB
Directory = 19.8 – 35.2 GB
Ability to download/view
Polk
compression
Compression
- image quality
Original scans = 19.8 – 35.2 GB
End result = 360 MB – 640 MB
Success!
Digital 
Collections 
Center
FIU 
Libraries
Kelley Rowan
Digital Archivist
krowan@fiu.edu
305-348-6485
